THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

painted scenes and elaborate machinery, everybody ran
the theatre for a fortnight to see the spectacle.   So gre
was the crowd one evening that "a lady lost one of b
shoes going into the house and sat with a gentleman's glo^
on her foot; and the gentleman lost his hat and wig, ar
sat with a handkerchief over his head."   A girl who ha
come all the way from "Wapping, had her pocket cut o
while before the door; and though she could not identif
the thief, she immediately ran over, her face wet wit
tears, to the Bow Street court to enter a general complain
Fielding listened to her patiently, tried to soothe her, an
succeeded when he discovered that the tears flowed nc
from the loss of some fourteen shillings but from the los
of an entertainment on which her heart was set.    As
dramatist whose plays were being performed every yeai
Fielding enjoyed for himself and his friends the freedor
of the theatres.   So he simply gave the heart-broken girl;
pass to the gallery; her tears, running in brooks, dried u]
immediately, and she went back to the playhouse, conten
to lose half of all she possessed in this world's goods pro
vided she could see the tricks of Harlequin and the man}
new and wonderful contrivances.

All the while Fielding was rising into eminence. Nc
justice of the peace in his time was more competent; none
ever had a higher conception of the office. To be certain ol
this, one has but to examine his legal tracts and his more
important cases. In May, 1749, his brethren recognized his
superior talents by choosing him chairman of the Quarter
Sessions of the Peace for the city and liberty of West-
minster;* and they continued to repeat the honour, six
times in all, until his health completely broke down. So
notable was his first charge, delivered on the twenty-ninth
of the following June, that it was published three weeks

*"MS.  Sessions Books for Westminster," Vol.  for  1749,  as  quoted by
Miss Godden, "Henrj Fielding," p. 204.
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